Reading Dates on Japanese Swords

When reading basic dates on Japanese swords, usually the easiest way to
achieve this point is by the following.

Example: Showa (2#1) Ju (-+) Hachi (J\) Nen (4) - 18" year of Showa period,
is calculated as Showa (1926) + 17, as the first year is counted as one. So
therefore, Showa 18 is calculated as 1926 (1 year), 1927 (2" year), 1928 (3"
year) and so on until you reach the 18" year which would be 1943.

If the sword is dated as Meiji (F175) Ga Nen Ni Gatsu Hi, with “Ga” (Jt) being the
character used a lot for first, would then translate to “the first year of Meiji,
February” (1868). The kanji for “1” is never used for the first year in traditional
Japanese dating.

Usually after the kanji for year is the number for the month, then the kaniji for
month. Following this, is the kanji number for which day, the kanji for lucky, or
just the character for day. In some cases, the more confusing zodiac animal year
configurations are included after the stated year. In other times, the kaniji for one
of the 4 seasons of the year are used instead of the month and day.

Heian Period
782-1191 (Early Koto Times)

Kamakura Period
1192-1330 (Early to Mid Koto Times)

Nanbokucho Period
1330-1389 (Mid Koto Times - Yoshinocho)

Muromachi Period
1390-1570 (Late Koto Times - Sengoku jidai)

Momoyama Period
1571-1647 (Early Shinto Times - Keicho Shinto / Early Edo)

Edo Period
1648-1852 (Mid to Late Shinto / Early Shinshinto Period)

Bakumatsu Period

Modern Times
Since 1877 (Kindaito / Gendaito / Shinsakuto Period)



The following is a list of Japanese era dates used when dating swords.
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